
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Governor Gavin Newsom  

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

December 14, 2023 

RE: Reiterating Support for Delta Conveyance Project 

Governor Newsom,  

On behalf of a broad coalition of labor, business, local government, social justice and community 

organizations, we would like to express our continued strong support for the Delta Conveyance Project 

(DCP). This project is essential to complete an “all of the above” water infrastructure strategy necessary 

to ensure Californians have a reliable and affordable supply of water as we prepare for the worsening 

impacts of climate change and extreme weather.  

With the recent release of the Final Environmental Impact report, we encourage local water agencies 

and elected officials to support this vital project.  

There is no greater priority than ensuring a reliable water supply for the people of California—it is 

essential for our health, homes, livelihood and economy. 

The DCP is an essential climate adaptation strategy as it will ensure the State Water Project can better 

capture, move, and store water when it is available as we face new climate realities such as more 
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frequent and intense droughts, decreasing Sierra snowpack, and intense atmospheric storms. The 

Department of Water Resources estimates that if the DCP had been in operation in January of this year, 

California could have captured enough water to supply 2.3 million residents for one year.  

The proposed Delta Conveyance Project is a very different project from previous conveyance proposals. 

The project has been downsized, refined, rerouted, and redesigned. It has also been restructured to 

minimize impacts to the Delta region.  

Recent polling conducted by the Californians for Water Security coalition found that 76% of voters across 

all regions, political parties and major demographics are highly supportive of the Delta Conveyance 

Project, including: 

-  80% support in Southern California. 

- 73% support in the Bay Area  

- 78% support in San Diego 

- 74% support in Central Coast/Central Valley 

- 79% support in the Inland Empire.  

- Nearly 2/3 of Northern California voters 

We are eager to continue working with public water agencies and elected leaders as the project moves 

forward through the permitting process.  

Sincerely,  

 
Joseph Cruz, Executive Director  

California State Council of Laborers 

Rick L. Callender, Esq., President 

CA/HI State Conference NAACP 

Jim Wunderman, President and CEO 

Bay Area Council 

Brad Diede, Executive Director 

American Council of Engineering 

Companies – California 

Tracy Hernandez, Founding CEO 
Los Angeles County Business 
Federation (BizFed ) 
 
Charley Wilson, Executive Director 
Southern California Water Coalition 
 

Emily Cohen, Executive Vice President 
United Contractors 
 

Michael Quigley, Executive Director 

California Alliance for Jobs 

Jennifer Barrera, President & CEO 

California Chamber of Commerce 

Matt Cremins, Western Region 

Political Director   

International Union of Operating 

Engineers  

Jon Switalski, Executive Director 

Rebuild SoCal Partnership 

Dan Dunmoyer, President & CEO 

California Building Industry 

Association 

Tim McRae, SVP of Sustainable 

Growth 

Silicon Valley Leadership Group 

Shane Gusman, Legislative Director  

California Teamsters Joint Public 

Affairs Council 

https://watersecurityca.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/220-6700-CA-Water-Infrastructure-Survey-Summary-Memo-Final.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CC:  Members of the Legislature 

  

Matthew Hargrove, President & CEO 

California Business Properties 

Association 

Brian Mello, AVP of Engagement & 

Regulatory Affairs 

Associated General Contractors of 

California 

Stuart Waldman, President & CEO  

Valley Industry & Commerce 

Association 

Amanda Walsh, VP of Government Affairs 

Orange County Business Council 

Louise Lampara, Executive Director 

Ventura County Coalition of Labor 

Agriculture and Business 

Deborah Barmack, President 

Inland Action 

Michael Turnipseed, Executive Director 

Kern County Taxpayers Association 

Mark Waronek, Chair  

South Bay Association of Chambers of 

Commerce 

Anthony Angelini, Director of Tourism and 

Government Affairs 

Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Tracy Sisson Phillips, CEO 
Hueneme Chamber of Commerce  

 

Maria Salinas, President & CEO  
Los Angeles Area Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
Nayiri E Baghdassarian, Director of 
Public Policy 
San Gabriel Valley Economic 
Partnership 
 
Benjamin G. Lopez, Director of Public 

Policy and Advocacy 

Inland Empire Economic Partnership 

Caren Spilsbury, Executive Director 
Gateway Chambers Alliance 
 
Donna Duperron, President & CEO 
Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce 
 
James Cooper, President & CEO 
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce  
 
Joe McDermott, P.E., Director of 
Engineering and External Affairs  
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
 
Dominik Knoll, President and CEO 
Redondo Beach Chamber of 
Commerce 
 
Claudette Baldemor, President & CEO 
Garden Grove Chamber of Commerce 
 
Greg Sefain, Economic Development 
Manager 
Beverly Hills Chamber of Commerce 
 
 


